
Solberg Airport:
Next Steps

• Special Bond Referendum on May 16, 2006
– Involve the public in the decision making process

• Approval of bond referendum will allow the
Township to:
– Complete Application for 2006 funding from the

NJ Environmental Infrastructure Trust

– Continue negotiations with Solberg Aviation with
the ability to make a cash offer

– Acquire the open space surrounding the airport
and development rights on the airport itself



Pursuit of a Solution to the
Airport Issue – Why?

• Long standing public concern for future of the
airport

• Development pressure is a serious and
continued threat to general aviation airports and
large open space tracts

• Readington has a long standing goal of
protecting rural character and natural
resources



Concern for the
Airport’s Future

• Expansion plans have progressed under FAA
regulations and procedures for over a decade

• Airports expand incrementally
– 1990 Main runway increased 1800 to 3000 ft.

– 1999 FAA and NJDOT conditionally approved Airport Layout
Plan with 4,890 foot runway

– 2005 Airport owners reiterated goal of 5,600 ft runway

• Runway length greater than 4,000 feet can safely
accommodate certain business jet aircraft



Examples of Aircraft That Can Operate on
4,800' Runway

Type: Bombardier Challenger
300 BD-100-1A10

Wingspan: 63.8’
Length: 68.6’
Max Wt. 38,850 lbs.

Type: Bombardier Learjet 40
Wingspan: 47.8’
Length: 55.6’
Max Wt. 20,350 lbs.

Type: Bombardier Learjet 45
Wingspan: 47.8’
Length: 58.4’
Max Wt. 21,000 lbs.



Examples of Aircraft That Can Operate on 5,600'
Runway

Type: Gulfstream 450 (GIV-X)
Wingspan: 77.8’
Length: 89.3’
Max Wt. 73,900 lbs.

Similar to 50-seat regional jet

Type: Embraer Legacy Shuttle EMB-135LR
Wingspan: 65.8’
Length: 86.4’
Max Wt. 44,092 lbs.

Similar to 35-seat regional jet

Type: Dassault Falcon 900EX
Wingspan: 63.4’
Length: 66.3’
Max Wt. 46,700 lbs.



Township’s Long Standing Goal:
Preservation of Open Space

650 acres of open space surrounds the airport
– Water quality
– Natural resources
– Critical wildlife habitat
– Scenic vistas
– Farmland
– Recreation opportunities
– Historic integrity of Readington Village
– Community Character

The Airport property is largely open space.



Pursuit of a solution–
Why now?

Opportunities for a solution could
soon be lost

– Open Space Preservation funding is
available today

– Funding after 2007 is uncertain

– Price continues to escalate



Pursuit of a solution–
Why now?

Opportunities for a solution could soon
be lost

– FAA and the NJDOT could move to give full approval
to the Airport Layout Plan

• Approval paves the way for creation of a Jetport

• Funding possible under FAA Airport Improvement Program

• Solberg: in FAA National Plan of Integrated Airport Systems
as privately-owned public use/designated reliever airport

• Concern that the expansion process becomes unstoppable,
or leads to protracted and expensive battle to preserve
character of community



National Plan of Integrated Airport
Systems (NPAIS)



1992 NJ State Aviation System Plan



NJ State Aviation System Plan

Solberg is a
Reliever
Airport



1997 Solberg-Hunterdon Airport Master
Plan



Pursuit of a Solution–
Why Now?

Progress in negotiations:

• Parties agree general aviation airport should be preserved

• Parties agree ownership of airport to stay with
Solberg Aviation

• Parties agree adjacent open space should be preserved

• Parties agree Balloon Festival should be continued



By what authority does the FAA
have control over airports?

• Federal Aviation Act of 1958, amended 1968

• 1979 Aviation Safety and Noise Abatement Act

• Airport and Airway Improvement Act of 1982

• Airport Noise and Capacity Act of 1990



By what authority does the State of
New Jersey have control of airports?

• The State Aviation Act entrusts “Supervision of
Aeronautics” to the Commissioner of
Transportation.

• The NJ Airport Safety and Zoning Act and the
NJ Airport Safety Act, both of 1983, broadened
the Commissioners powers.

• NJ established new General Aviation Review
Commission (Executive Order 78; 10-24-03)



Summary:
Authority of host municipalities

over airports is limited

• Municipal control of airports can be limited by FAA
and State regulations

• If FAA grant funds have been received by the airport,
then there can be no discrimination among types of
aircraft using licensed runways.

• A runway length of 4,000 feet can safely
accommodate certain business jet aircraft

• After that, the horse is out of the barn – the jets are
out of the hanger – and municipal options are
extremely limited


