THE READINGTON MUSEUMS
MUSEUMS COMMITTEE
REGULAR MEETING
September 4, 2025

Chairman Rene Rao called the meeting to order at 7:38 p.m. She announced that all laws
governing the Open Public Meetings Act had been met and that the meeting had been duly
advertised.

PRESENT: Committee Members Rene Rao, Joyce Lykes, Sarah John, Nancy O’Malley, Sheila
Paciullo, Christina Spring, and Museum Director Margaret Smith were in attendance. Committee
member Mario Orlandi, and Township Committee Liaison Vincent Panico were absent. A
quorum of Committee members was present. One member of the public was present.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The minutes from August 7th, 2025 were reviewed. Sheila made
a motion to approve as amended, and Joyce seconded. The minutes were approved unanimously.

BUSINESS -
DIRECTOR’S REPORT: The committee reviewed and discussed the reports.

BUDGET:
- Margaret officially canceled the PO box for the Museums which will save some from the
budget.
- The committee discussed reaching out to our Township Committee liaison to brainstorm
solutions to budget deficits going forward.

PROPERTIES:
Bouman Stickney Farmstead:
e Porch- we are awaiting news of the township putting the job out for new bids.

Eversole-Hall:
e Painting Update:
o The painting is complete
e Heating Installation
o Installation planned for later this month.

Cold Brook School:
e There is a request out to the Township to purchase windows

Taylor’s Mill:

e The Preservation plan is still in process
e The Friends of John Taylor’s Grist Mill is working on a grant for interpretive signage.
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PROGRAMS/EVENTS: Past Programs
* Museum Mornings, August 8 (last of the series): seven participants
o Rene led a pomander-making activity and discussed herbal remedies, myths, and
practices.
o Katherine led a history bingo hunt with a final homemade end-of-camp prize for
each camper.
+ Stanton History and Stories, August 15: 62 visitors
o Charlie Scammell and Mike Alfano shared history and stories of the homes,
school, store, and post office in Stanton.

Upcoming Programs
e Bluegrass Music, Sep 21, 1-3 PM
e Open House, Oct 5, 1-4 PM
e Barn Dance, Oct 11, 7-9 PM

OTHER:

Staff Parking Sign
e Margaret is working with Kathy Denning at Readington’s Signs and Safety Devices to
design a custom sign matching the style from My Parking Sign. She is assessing if a
new machine can cut our desired shape and will provide a quote.

Bouman Family Visitor
o Chris Wellins, who believes Thomas Bouman Sr. to be the brother of his own ancestor,
visited BSF. During his visit, Chris toured the house and examined the museums’
Bouman family research and archived documents. He was very pleased with the time
dedicated to reviewing Thomas Bouman's history and generously contributed a
donation in appreciation.

New Volunteer
e A Whitehouse resident, who is interested in volunteering, meeting people, and getting
involved, reached out to Margaret. She has some docent experience from the
Miller-Cory House Museum in Westfield and has a passion for history. (¥

Potential Chair Donation
e The committee reviewed the item and the associated paperwork with the chair being
offered for donation/purchase. After discussion, the committee feels there might be a
more appropriate place for the item at the county archive, as the era is not accurate, and
we are not an exhibit museum.

Plant Exchange Fundraiser - Idea from Dale Hwang
e Potentially on September 27th, Rene and Dale are going to organize a plant exchange
with cuttings and splittings from the Eversole-Hall garden. There will be a donation for
participation, and people can donate to take a plant or donate to swap for additional
plants.
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Use of Museum Board Sign for Well Testing
e Sarah made a motion to use the Museum board sign for advertising the Well Testing.
Joyce seconded. The motion passed unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT: Nancy moved that the meeting be adjourned. Sheila seconded the motion.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:56 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Sarah John
Secretary
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