THE READINGTON MUSEUMS
MUSEUMS COMMITTEE
REGULAR MEETING
June 5, 2025

Chairman Rene Rao called the meeting to order at 7:37 p.m. She announced that all laws
governing the Open Public Meetings Act had been met and that the meeting had been duly
advertised.

PRESENT: Committee Members Rene Rao, Sheila Paciullo, Joyce Lykes, Nancy O’Malley,
Christina Spring, and Museum Director Margaret Smith were in attendance. Committee
members Sarah John and Mario Orlandi, and Township Committee Liaison Vincent Panico were
absent. A quorum of Committee members was present. Two members of the public were present.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The minutes from May 1, 2025 were reviewed. Chrissy made a
motion to approve without changes, and Nancy seconded. The minutes were approved
unanimously.

BUSINESS -

DIRECTOR’S REPORT: The committee reviewed and discussed the reports.
BUDGET:

PROPERTIES:

Bouman Stickney Farmstead.:
e Porch- No update yet from the township regarding putting the job out for new bids.

Eversole-Hall:
e Painting:
o Estimates were received from contractors Don Luster and Hugo Moreles.
o Margaret will meet with CertaPro on June 9 to get another estimate.

Cold Brook School:

e Repairs and cleaning are underway. Chuck Waters has been working on fixing and
replacing the rotted windows and sills. Volunteers from the Historic Preservation
Committee spent May 18™ scraping paint from the outhouses on the property in
preparation for painting. Stones have been placed around the perimeter of the school
building to minimize rain splash back and rising damp.

Taylor’s Mill:

e The Friends of Colonel John Taylor’s Grist Mill sent updates on grants, etc. to many
residents.

PROGRAMS/EVENTS: Past Programs
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e May 4- Music of Lafayette performed by the Enslows was enjoyed by 26 attendees.

e May 31- Barn Dance was well attended by 62 people, including many new-comers!
Margaret’s work on getting advertising out to various history related websites seemed to
be very effective. As always, many attendees said they knew about the event due to the
Museums sign in front of the Eversole-Hall House.

e Fifth grade programs finished. A lot of positive feedback.

e Third grade programs almost finished. One day remains in June. Students enjoyed it!

Upcoming Programming and Events:
June 27- Lecture, The Life and Times of the Continental Soldier

School programs:

June- Third grade program, one day remains

June 11- Viking Visionaries Day- (Postponed from May 22 due to rain.) Will Daly has
organized a small group of 8™ graders to help clean Cold Brook School.

Looking ahead to the 250th:

e Rug Hookers program in the barn with Lucy Walsh, and coordinating with the Hunterdon
250" is now scheduled for Sept. 13, 2026.

e Oct. 24, 2026- The Liberty Pole will be on display as part of the Hunterdon 250" event.
OTHER:

The Committee discussed the need for a “No Parking” sign at the BSF house/driveway. Chrissy
made a motion to approve up to $200 for the sign and pole. Joyce seconded it. All in favor.

The Committee heard a presentation by Dale Hwang, about the possibility of offering a “Natural
Dyeing Workshop.” She provided printed and verbal details. Some of the plants could be grown
in the Museum garden once the weeds, etc. are cleared out. The Committee needs further
discussion on this program request.

Barn Rental Inquiries- The Committee considered a rental for a book signing event. Once the
application is filled out, further review and discussion will be needed. Nancy made a motion to
allow the event application to be filled out, Joyce seconded it, all in favor.

Another rental inquiry for a fund raising event requires more information as well as checking
with the Township Attorney about fund raising events on the BSF property.

ADJOURNMENT: Chrissy moved that the meeting be adjourned. Nancy seconded the motion.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:37 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Sheila Paciullo, Vice Chair
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