THE READINGTON MUSEUMS
MUSEUMS COMMITTEE
REGULAR MEETING
May 1, 2025

Chairman Rene Rao called the meeting to order at 7:34 p.m. She announced that all laws
governing the Open Public Meetings Act had been met and that the meeting had been duly
advertised.

PRESENT: Committee Members Rene Rao, Sheila Paciullo, Mario Orlandi, Sarah John,
Nancy O’Malley, Christina Spring, and Museum Director Margaret Smith were in attendance.
Committee member Joyce Lykes, and Township Committee Liaison Vincent Panico were absent.
A quorum of Committee members was present.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The minutes from April 3, 2025 were reviewed. Chrissy made a
motion to approve as amended, and Nancy seconded. The minutes were approved unanimously.
Mario abstained, as he was absent from that meeting.

BUSINESS -
Other:

DIRECTOR’S REPORT: The committee reviewed and discussed the reports.

BUDGET:
e (CHPP Grant— Margaret will be attending the Board of County Commissioners meeting
on May 6 at 5:30 pm. There she will be thanking them for allocating the grant funds and
speaking about our programs.

PROPERTIES:
Bouman Stickney Farmstead.:
e Porch- we are awaiting news of the township putting the job out for new bids.

Eversole-Hall:
e Heating system issue:
o Installation of the new system is set up and scheduled for after the school
programs finish for this year.
e Painting:
o Margaret received an itemized estimate from Don Luster that includes separate
quotes for the house, corn crib, fence, barn, outhouse, and well house.
o We are waiting on a quote from Hugo Moralis.
o We also need to confirm the rules for the price threshold for prevailing wage
rules.

Cold Brook School:
e Repair work and cleanup scheduled for Saturday, May 10th.
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Taylor’s Mill:
e The preservation plan is still in progress
e The Friends have submitted to the next grant round for interpretative signage

PROGRAMS/EVENTS: Past Programs
e April 6, 18th c. Clothing —18 visitors and 3 volunteers: Chrissy mentioned that this event
was more of a lecture than an open house, so it was hard for the visitors to all fit
comfortably in the space to fit the purpose. The committee discussed looking at ideas of
presentations best for open houses vs lectures, perhaps in the barn
e First grade programs finished

Upcoming Programming and Events:
May 4: 2-3pm Lafayette presentation with the Enslows
May 31st— Barn Dance

School programs:

May- 5th grade programs

May 22, 12:00-1:30 Viking Visionaries Day, 8th grade with Will Daly
May and June- 3rd grade program

Looking ahead to the 250th:

e June72026— Rug Hookers program in the barn with coordinating for the 250th. Lucy is
no longer available on this date, so Margaret will look into possibly moving her to
September or October

OTHER:
Hunterdon Happening List
e 2025 Happening List of Best Places
o The Readington Museums Farmstead placed in two categories:

= RM — Finalist in Best Museum
= BSF - Finalist in Best Historic Spot

ADJOURNMENT: Sheila moved that the meeting be adjourned. Sarah seconded the motion.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:54 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Sarah John
Secretary
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